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· � -�From Sam Vfild.man: ALLISON GROSS 
(Ugliest Wi±ch in the No.rth. Country :.__ 

or Everywhere) 
� S teve Harid.l ton 

Whilst looking for clues to see if ny 
Cuffley/Hertfordshire zodiac re�lly does 
exist, the position of the effigies made 
me think about the way the zodiac was 
d�si'gned, that ·is if ·1 t ·was and net jus·t · 
thrown down in ten years. (Purely a guess,. · 
we .. don't know how long the buil:fiing of·a 
zodiac would . reaily take if they are 
manmade). Surely its blueprint would be 
remembered in. song or just folktales? It did· 
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as I found oilt, ba�ed� on 6-:b something like the Bible as : . 
well.. One of the best eXamples is the no±thern folksong/ �.· 
tale qf Alison (Allison) Gross, which should really refer1 
t� Stanley or FJ_eet· Shot. Hill zodiacs, ·::hut T hav·e no det� i. �:I 
a�ls to check. Th b . · t . th. t h Al' · 1 e as�c s ory �s a w ere 1son { 
Gross_lured a man into her bower and made.him "many fair -�� 
speeches". Sh_e shaVied him many fair gifts which ha· coul� : 
command -if' he became her "lemman sO> tr.ue" hut he- .. re.fused . 
and· she turned him into an ugly wormo Every Saturday' night! 
(why Sttrurday?) his si:ster Maisry came with .a· silver basin 
and comb. to_tend to the worm's head until.Hallowe1en, when 
the fairy c,ourt rode by. The queen took the worm over her 
knee and -when stroking it three time$/ it' was restored to 

its O.rig.i;.'aaJL'lS ha pe • 
.--r. :; · 

The cot111ection with the ·zodiac is with Leo and Virgo, 
who, in.Arthurian legerid are · Lancelot and Guinevere. Their� 

.. - . 
"I suppqse like 
everythirtg. else 

.'E..:s • have to :go __ · 
th�ough a rather, 
vagur state .. at. . 
first. until sUffic­
ient·facts·have 
been collected and 
sorted out, and the 
more way-out ideas 
prune� -c1pwn a· b� t ... 

. As you say, like 
leys. = Fo,r ·instance.; 
I would tale a lot :- . 

- of convincing �bout 
the enormous figlires -� 
suggested by Mm�iie 
Carey and A.D • . Jack. 
m ·can r t make·. out. any 
of them on the �p 
r1yself except 
perhaps one of the· 
bear's paw:s. One 
i'igure . alone is s_o _._. · 
_epsy to make a �s� 
take about,_ wheras 
1.2·in the right 
order are.harder to 

·dismiss. It"s a bit ·like "national" ·hl:lt .: .. 
figures· like. the 
. Howgil� Black Horse 
oi1 the Prestatyn .. : . , fatal.love b�ought .the round table _.into disrepute so I 

wonde�e4 � they were ·also Adam and Eve. Between them * fish --·.you do get 
in _Tren-t Park is Snakes Lane, perhaps. SU5gesting the 
serp�nt · on ' -the apple ·tree ·in the garden of Eden. Anyway, 
I came up With an outline for some sort of reptile, per.:. 
haps also Hydra. It coils as if to protect Gamlet moa-t 
whicb is an important_place in the zodiac • Cone of the 
apples?-). The name Camlet was once Camelot! .'rhe snake's 
back 1.� the �oad called The Ridgway and '

.
'Leeching Beech 

: ·them :f'rom tirn..e to 

\ 
*· time just by chancev 

There t .s . ·a fine pro:-:­
file of:. a woman 1 s . 

head and shoulders 
made by ·the windups· 
of the Wye near Mor­
difor:d, but �it "Can't 
conceivably: be -due 

.Gu tttern appears within the outli,ne. 
*;:�***;�********:><* 

Some lines of the song Aliso.n � · 

Gross, immortalised by S_teeleye 
Span; are clearly ·references· t-o 
most zodiacs. Here then are the ·clearest 
ones and the

. 
way they· suggest a zodiac. 

They are only parts of u�rses: 

* 
:'� 
* 

· * 

Verse .(2): She stroked my hair and she stroked 
my head� 

She set me down so:rtly ornher knee 

to anything but chahce;'- arid I"m 
inclin�d to put Q.own 'Jack 1 ·s and· .. 
Mrs Carey1 s .figures to the. same 
things. (we.have a very good red 
dragon on the hills near here; · 

.. it 1 s a patch <?f bracken. and J • .  · 

that r s all' but this is. ·-owain 
Glyndwr country and an imaginat­

. ive Welshman .. eould. perhaps make 
a lot out of it. 

· 

� 
******************************* 



2. 

If we --se�-- 1�--:.:as .. .the man ( whq __ is �peaking) this is common to couples but iS· 
more like wht;lt- you would do to a. cat; Leo _the oat or familiar?- · -�-:. 

(2) Sir if ·you will be- my; lover so· tr\]-e, ... 
So many good �hings I would give to ·y-ou. 

�his, perhaps, recalls part of the original'rituals of the zodiac·and the "good 
thingsH·th�t·may or might or should occur if perfprmed correctly. The next three 
.• erses are all- �escriptions of three gifts which probably represent the types of 
goodt�ings th,at ·would 6ccur: smccessful harvest,etco 

(7) Away away you uglu wit��'- go f�r away and let me be, 
I never. would kiss your ugly mouth, for all the gifts' that you could give. 

This is sometime later on. The man obviously does not want to participate, per­
haps because it involves some kind of hUCJ.a-n· saorifice and he is the 11chosen one". 

- -{ 8) She- tl}rned her "bi tern 1 round about, 
hnd _-thrice she blew on a grass green horn, 
she swore by the moon and the .stars up above, 
a�d she makes me boon the daY I .was born. ' 

The '.word bitern is unclear ·if ·:r have the right word* but a bittern is a 
heron-like bird. The grass green-horn is clearly the wheatsheaf or triangular 
object of all zodiacs, particularly Glastonbury's which is very horn-like. An 
excellent clue is the "moon and the stars up above'' -which is clearly the rest of 
the xodiac. farther north than her� I can bffer ·no explanation for those reversed 
like Ongar etc. I am al.so in- doubt about the word boon which means "favour", and 
not._ ·the opposite as I ex:Pected*. The nention of �;;his bir-thday, perhaps� says 
something· about the·' return to the womb and burial mounds, in which ·case he may 

z:i�z!z:;***:r.ct.:**·::'.:**-::(***,l<******:�*,:c�:<t.<***�:c*��***��* ( 9) Then out she has taken a 

� 
* * Regarding

. 
verse 8 I tackled a -folksinger 

and Morris dancer pal who loaned. me a copy 
of "The Penguin Book of Ballads" • This gives 
the contentious 'words ciearly as not as 
S�ev.e has hear� them. The Pengnin version is: 

silver wand, 
She turned it three times round 

and round 
She muttered such words that my· 

s-trength it did fail 
And she turned me into qn ugly 

worm� 
This. is clearly part of the 

She's turned her right and roun about, 
An:thrice she · blaw on a grass�green horn, 

An she sware by the meen and stars abeen, 
'That she 1d  gar me rue the day I was born� * 

* *�* �� ** * * * * ** * :;: * * :;; �:� )',: #��* * 1,� :��;p�* .:� :;. * ;� ,� ;� *'�* ;�:��***::C *·** 

_ritual being performed, but as 
to what is done I can let only 
the words say. Perhcip.s �the·--wand· . 

ia the wheatsheaf' again, and the fact of three times·is interesting,-but �s yet I 
.can ·s.ee no conrtection with the zodiac� Perhaps the worm is the snake. effigy·,. 

·which lies behing Leo and is about to bite his leg (perhaps an indica.tor to'·"'the,_ . 
"dragon power" or Christianity against paganism). I should like to point- out_ that 
my "hydra" is not 1,lnique or nhything· like it. This should be found to .exist :Ln 
m9st zodiacs. �ready ciues are starting to show. These are: .. Janet Roberts'$ Aller 
dragon and eyen in the Pumpsaint/Ffarmers areas is a placena.pe suggesting a hy�a, 
which is now thought to be part of Scorpio. · · · 

The song ends here (* Ac"tU.:ally Steve's last line is' the first line of verse 1.0· 
and there are verses 10 to 15 with material on Hallowe'en and a changing-hack 
again. I1m sending·Steve a copy of the lyrics as printed in the Penguin book� ahd, 
perhaps, he will care to cor::1ment further. These ·in no way make the article· ·invalid. 
Incidentally, the book is edited. by Geoffrey Grigs�n, a man who wrote a crazed and 
disgraceful review of John Michell' s ·."The View Over Atlan.tis" f"or !'The Lis.tener" 
while that magazine was· being edited by Karl Miller) but the story has an ending 
which mows good overcor::1i�g ev-il and the continuous cycle. of the year and zodiac 
itsBlf. I don't know just how old the song ,or story. are; I nay, be quite wrong 
about it referring to any zodiac. Perhaps if the bir:thplace of t}fe story was found 
it wo'uld refe� to yet _another zodiac or at least part of it. · 

There is, however, some'indication of the zodiac being planned. This was disc­
overed-when the vesica piscis shape of the temple was spotted. 

- - - - -- ___________ __ _________ _____ ___. 
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Potters B 
Aries is usually regarded as the �irst sign of the zodiac 
but pe:rhaps it· sh oul.d be· Capricorn, although the sign 
�oes overlap.b�tween years; only a small portion of the 

N 

sign lying .in the older year. 'The 
. ).eaping· goat ?f the circle : 

� - - . · 

t).aolet 
Moat 

\ 

lies hal111 in · one and ha:lf · · 
· 
"" 

the other. Also \ ltof) CG-.. \. 0 . . Gemini is half� · y L , \/ 
way through the : 

"monthly'' year: • 

It is the last 
of the effigies in the.NN circle 

Hadley. 
·and no others . enter it apart 

froo Capricorn·, for the reason 
already Illentioned. In other 
words the z9diac 1 s effigies 
f'ollow closely the:: calendar 

Barnet 

·Of the year. 

Perhaps from studying folktales and song like .the.9v.e: 
already described, we nay get that IJuch closer.to the 
original rituals and purpose of the zodiacs. This,. as with 
all reports, I would. hope that other.researchers Will ao 
their own studies. It se.eos pointles.s to write and not 

· ·� ) '/ ( . 

spark . off .interest.· ; . · 

QUESTIONS ARISING ON nTHE AGE OF THE GritSTONBUR¥- · --·- -· · 

ZODIAC'' 

Sam Wildnian raises some .interesting ahd important poi!_lts in his ·article in 
T·

. z . N •. 6. I hope that his identification of the. star 1U.debaran· as· the initial 
point of the Glastonbury Zodiac will be given the considerataion it �eserves 
and finally be accepted. He had indeed nailed the Sumerian origin-theory,. the· 
only good

. 
basis for which vv·as· the evidence of the ":'!equinox line". ' . . . . 

Mr Wildl:aan prefers to examir{e zodiacal iconogr�phy, an approach that has l?een 
pursued by Nigel Pennick (Journal of Geomancy 2/2) and myseli' (TZN: 4,- JoG 3/5) 
among others •. ,.we may differ. :i,.n our conclusions·, but it remains a fact· that icon-

� ography· is one of the best leads we have ·on the question of zodiaca:L o�r.d.gins. 
These things are works of art and they have a definite style -- they.bear the 
visual stamp o:f· the cul. ture th�t created and us-ed them. · · 

. 'The hedge .count is· an excellent example _of the· kind of· practical· wo;rk that 
.can be usefully done in zodiac research. to back up the less strenuQus 'gi:t;udy of . 
maps and books • The· res-ul. ts given · in the article certainly deLlqns trat e'. tlla t the 

roads used to outline the zodiac 'fmgures ara .generally older th�n other rOads in 
. the area. As ·the author. !S§.YS, this proves that the figures are real artefacts. 

D oes it prove that .. :they are mediaeva·l? Shrub counting gives reliable results in 
re la ti ve terms ( i· •. e. in demonstrating .tha. t hedge A is older tha·n hedge B)., but 
it cannot be used for abs.olute dating. The "one sp�cies to a century" rule ·for a 
hedge is at best a good approximation9 As with all archaeological ·dating 
methods (even carbon-�4 testing) there·is a margin of doubt, usually expressed· 
as a statistical probabili�. The other practioal disadvantage of the hedge count 
is :.tha.t it can only take . us back to the era when a given road w�s .f:Jrst hedged -­

it tells us n othing of. the use of the rdad before .that·:time. Altogether� thfs 
means that we can say "this road i:;> n.o later than the x�th

. 
century"·, but .we can-

not reasonably say th.a t th� .. saL:le ro�d is· n·o earlier. 
· · 

The idea that the fully-fledged terrestrial zodiac is based on an earlier 
cllendar circle (as at Crookbarrow Hill) is intuitively attractive and demands 



4. 
further -.exaoinatiori:elsewhe�e. I'd suggest looking at the points where the 

outlines of two (or mor�) figures touch, sooe of which may. be ·o.alt'�ed by old and/or 
sacred places. There are ·exn.trples of this in the 'Glastonbury Zodiac: 
Sagittarius - Capricorn,·:. Ponter� Ball (I�on·.Age linear earthwork). -

(Eur:liously, Caprfcorn - Aquarius Gogmagog oak trees. · 

( ) the northern Aquarius - Pisces Glastonbury Abbey on pre-Christian site • 
Pisce.s - Whale Pomparles Bridge (on RoBan fouhdations ).. 

hP...U of the 
zodiac has a Pisces - .Aries S-tr:eet Cross • 

( · ) full set of Aries - Taurus Marshalls Elm pre-Rooan crossroads • 
. --. ( ) inter-figure T'aurm -Gemini·.. Conpton Cross socket still in position • ·· oarkers wheras 

. the southern 
half seems to have none -- any coooents?). Mr Wildman, hioself, quoted Ponters Ball 
and Pomparies Bridge as markers in the circle of church sites. I'm not sure that 
markers--have to be .equidistant fror.1 the centre, although ohviously it would be 
encouraging to-find that this is so. There is an equinox-marker in the Ongar Zodiac 
(Tips Cros_s), so I'll renew the search- for a qalendar cir.cle there. If we find s_�ch 
circles of sites in qther T:Z areas, we may adopt the theory that they precede-a-- the 
figures, assuming that individual calendar-markers can be hhown to he older than 
the rnads and other outlines. I suspect that this will indeed be the case, and that 
q i�eolmtb.i.tt/Br.anze Age origin is by no means unlikely• . . . 

Finally, -: in a note on page 7 of the last TZN, Sam WildE{an asks the 64,000 d--o'llar · 

<J_uestion: · "vThay are they always zodiacs?" It seems that Mlhllie Carey and A.D. Jack 
have begun to an3wer this by finding non-zodiacal fig�es�in Wessex. Good! But to 
rephrase the question: are terrestrial zodiacs- the same thing as the celestial zod­
iac? It is apparent that they are not -- the differences begin with a Ship, a Dove 
and a Phoenix, nor need they end there. I'd like to ask a _question o.f-- oy own: 

Why a_ �corpion? There seeos to be a general acceptance that the Scorpion should 
be found in terrestrial zodiacs, but this is open to question on various grounds: 
�) 1n those TZs so far published there is a tendency for the Scorpion to be the 

least convincing of the figures -- there are even two quite different versions 
of_the figure in the Glastonbury Zodiac. 

a) The S�orpion came froo·Mesopotaoia, and in the Middle East i$ is an obvious sym-
bol of hostility/cunning/death but it is not found in Britain (�see- article 

following). The use of the symbml is known here only through the celestial· zo�ac 
originating in the East� 

. · -
· · 

Taking these two points together, it is apparent that .TZ researchers look �or what 
they expe. ct:to find. However, it may be that preconceptiop obscures vision. There are 
al terna ti ve� : 

· · 

. 
.. 3) ·Iri_ B;ritish legend (as elsewhere) the sacred king (i.·e_.·: the Arch�r) is killed by 

· a- poiaoned spear (Bran·, Llew. Ll.aw), a wild boar (Diarinuid in Ireland) or perhaps 
a· serpent. These three dooms share with Scorpio the qualities of sharpness/pene.-· · � 

tra tion and pais on/ treachery. . , . _· · . 

4) This is my opinion only -- terrestrial zodiacs are an essential elenent of. the 
"Mysteries ·of Britain"; it is unnecessary to look ns far ·as Sumeria.(let alone 

-Atlantis). for their origin. The story that the figures tell is in a sense arch-
- e_typal and capable·. of many different interpretations • . What we. are dealing with 

, here is the British (and very probably Cei·t�c) interpretation of ·the archetype • 
. This suggestion could -be completely-wrong, but we ..JvSn't know �til·it h�s been 

tested. If we mentally erase the-Scorpion from our naps and take a fresh 'look, it's 
possible that we'll find something else. �ewis Edwards, looking around Punpsairit, 
found a combination of Scorpion, Serpent �nd Eagle. Why sho�ldn't there be folind 
spearnen or .wild boars in other places?· 

· 

ONGAR S CORPIO:tS ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Scorpions -are not regarded as British wildlife· but ''Albion" 

. Dagazine' reports. in iss·ue 5 these arachnids have been; found as a colony at Ongar 
London Underground station and comoented· that this-argument against their 
11nativeness" must be silenced. A colleague told me Dfl:v::Ll Attenborough showed: ther:r 
on a TV prograome. 

==============· 



THE LION, THE UNICORN AND THE ZODIACS 
' . . . . � ROS.BMARY' P.ARDOE . . . . 

I'.ve be�n having _some thoughts oyself on :the lion and :Unicorn and their · 

connection with terrestrial ·zqd�acs, and if yo11've got the room in TZN I'd 
rather like to share them with.others: 

5. 

For soEle time. I've been wondering -why the terrestrial zqdiacs·· researchers. � 

haven't applied one of the myths of the lion and· unicorn to TZs. it does seem to me 
that it has possible·connections. The well-known way.to trap a unicorn is, of 
co�se, with th� �id of a virgin, but there is another way, much used by lions; 
apparently� The lion· taunts. the unicorn until she runs at hiL1; he_ hides behind. a . 
tree and. the unicorn impales her horn in ·the ±ree; the lion then can eat. her at 
his ease! This method was mentioned ·in Spenser's "Fairie Queene" (ii, .5, lO),,and 
in Grimrn's "The Brave Little Tailor"· ·the hero uses the same method. ·adell Shepard.' 
in his "The Lore of the Unicorn" suggests that the myth "may be much older than 
the Holy H�� allegory" (i.e. .the virgin ·ca.pture) • 

Ii:i. most. of the TZs·, _of: c.ourse, Leo (the lion) and Capricorn (the unicorn}. a.r�. 
diametrically opposed, and in several of the zodiacs (including- Glastohbury.).the 
unicorn points her horn directly at the lion. Sometir:1es the horn points s·traight 
through the centrepoint of the zodiac. There are SQm� zodiacs j,n which · this centre­
point is ·a wood or wooded area (e.g. Cuffley, Bury �ffEdmunds). CoUld ·:tt ·he 
coincidence that in these cases" the only thing· . protect'ing the lion from the .

. 
·wrath 

of the unicorn is a wood? .:Ls there any evidence that a wooded area of 'some ·'gfort ,_ 

c-ould originally have formed the centre of alJL. the zodiacs? · ' · · ·· 

In some cases, where there is no· central wood, the unicorn's horn itse.lf . . . 

consists of a wood (e.g. Holderness). 
·· 

There are frustrating problems with the theory im:fortunately • •  �.for instance;·''in 
the zodiacs where there is a central woood, the unicorn seems to be determinedly 
not pointing at the lion.� • •  oh well! 

Shepard's explanation for the myth is that the_ lion �nd �corri represent the 
sun an� the moon. I don't find this idea at all convincing, thmugh it has its 
possibilities. · · 

Another thing which could be followed up is the myth (mentioned by Mary Caine in 
her. Glastonbury book) that the unicorn's horn was a water purifer. In ho.W many 
zodiacs does the Capricorn figure encompass· ah important water source?. At Ongar. 
the River Roding flows straight through the unicorn figure and joins �t to· the · 

l ion . Unfortunately though, the river ·aoesn·' t itself to1,1ch the horn. In the · · 
Winchester zodiac, on the o ther hand, .the hor.n is ·formed by an ancient fish�pond. 

··At Bury the horn is formed by the R�ver Linnet whilst -- almost too good to be true 
-- at Old ·Bolingbroke the tiP of Capric.O�n's horn to.uches the remains of a castle, 
1 1 in its day • • • •  of great ·importance as it was in .control of the oain water supply· 

·for some distance around� (s. Satchwell in JoG 3/4). · · 

Whilst on the subject of Mary Caine1s book, I would be a ·little wary of her 
explanation of the origin of the Scottish heraldic .unicorn. The fact is that · no 
�knows ·for sure its orig:Ln • • • • • •. even heraldry has its mysteri�s. '.-

By the way, my use of "her11 for the unicorn doesn't necessarily mean anything, 
I just used it to differentiate 'h�r' from the liono 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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LETTER: From SteTe Satchwell. ---... · --
On the subject of information to back up the T. Z. , I have managed to dig up 

one interesting piece of folklore in the area of Boston. Legend.has it ·that the 
breezes that blow around the exposed tower .known as Boston Stump ( sited on the 
dragon' s t:qroa t in the sign of Leo)' are said to be a result of a struggle between 
St Botolph and the Devil. The saint so belaboured Satan that he .huffed and puffed 
raising a wind that has not yet died down. -As I said in,my previous letter; the 
�agon appeareg.to be communiqating with its-rider, whilst.point�g out something. 

Now obviously the winds of-the dragon's huffing and puffing, in the· legend, 
seem to indicate that its saintly rider is in fact forcing the dragon·to·point. 
something. out. On looking at· the figures though the rider does not appear to .... 
have· too much of a . CC?ramanding force over its mighty. �erpent. 

Unfortunately I have now been posted out of Lincolnshire, so more research of 
thiskind is to say the least diffic�t. 

However, I have·a suggestion I would like to put forward on terrestrial .zodiacs 
·as a whole. 'This being on 'the possibility that the figures are laid out on water, 

i.e·� rivers, ·streams and Underground strearas. The latter then being traced 
through to t�e surface by means of water divination and then laid out in more 

· permanent form by the use of tracks, roads, etc • 

. -:. It may seem fartfatchec� tbat underground· streams. could produce such precise fig-
. ures but the enormous profusion of geodetic phenomena produced by undergro1,l!ld. ·water, 
does give rise to certain possibilities� Guy Underwood, in his book· '' Patt.ern of the 
Past", states that one of the primary forms of geocletic line -- the track line --
always traces the route of old roads. · .-

. 
. 

·.-_·_After some. prelimirmry dowsing .. I found this to be true. l:!qwev�r, _ when . r�;Lating 
this to the zodiac I found the area too vast to be al:lJLe to discern anything of'· 

(proof as to whether or not· the . outl·ines were laid out on· geodetic p�inciples. 
As more zodiacs appear to'be composed of streams, rivers and roads it may be of 

interest to TZ hunters to bear the idea in mind. Particularly in areas where a TZ 
has betm partially destroyed a� ... i:t ma�,· be poss�ble.to pick up, the original trace • 

.1l t this stage I would like to point out that if one. looks carefully a·t the 
drawing of the Old Bolingbroke Zodiac, you will notice a general fluidity.: iio the 
figures, merging and continuing on int·o each other. This is what led me. to the 
idea of a water system being involved as a form of underlying basiv • Furtl:l�roore, 
if TZs are laid out upon forces of water, then this ��uld tie in with Unde�ood1s 
theories on ancient sacred sites of Britain -- thus adding to the re all ty .ot<>the 
TZ · phenomenon. -

! • • • ·• • •.• • ·• • • • Next newsletter will have a publications special.. 
Any . .articles or letters of c.omnent would be welcome·�-· as soon· as possibJ.,.e • .. _·: 

.. 

. . . ........ . 
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